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www.mvnavhda.com  

MERRIMACK VALLEY NAVHDA NEWS 

HOLIDAYS  2017 

Well, what a year it has been, first starting out with a great spring 

training season to the finish of our fall test.  We had many week-

ends of events with our chapter growing even bigger followed by a 

spring test and a fall double test. Most of you may not know but 

my husband had a bad accident in August which brought a little 

pressure on the home life. Dave was laid up for many weeks, he 

was hoping that his hunting season would not be lost he didn’t 

want to be held back. He managed to spend time up north working 

a little.  

One of the highlights for us this year was our GSP Hanna received 

her VC title.   Dave trained her all year to prepare her for this 

event.  With his illness we were unsure if he could even go to the 

invitational.     When Dave was still in the hospital our good friend 

Jason Wade offered to take Hanna home with him to see if she 

would handle for him so he could take her to the Invitational.     

Jason, Erin, Brennan & Julia Wade brought Hanna into their family 

to train for this upcoming test.  Many thanks to The Wade family 

for helping Hanna On Point to achieve her Versatile Championship Title.    

I had the opportunity to do some hunting this year going up on the weekends to Pittsburg spending time 

with friends. One weekend Michelle came up with me, she had the opportunity to see her dog work a grouse 

and shoot at it with one in the bag.   Boy!  You should have seen the smile on her face!   We thought see was 

going to sleep with it!!! 

Please join me in thanking Dennis Swett for the fantastic newsletters he has put together for “Merrimack 

Valley”.  Dennis will be retiring from his position as Newsletter Editor.  This will be his final publication.  A job 

well done, Dennis you’re the best! 

Last but not least I want to thank all of my NAVHDA friends for helping me out when David was hurt I will 

never be able to repay some many wonderful friends.  Thank you all with all my heart!       Carol T. 

LIKE us on ‘FACEBOOK’                 Click here for ‘SHUTTERFLY’ 

Check us out on the web at the three “links” below! 

Carol Trahan 

MV Chapter President 

http://www.mvnavhda.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/403493353051668/
shutterfly.com
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From 10 AM until after lunch 

12 January 2018 

ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING 

(For all members) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

101 Coffeetown Road 

Deerfield, NH  

 

Topics will include the “year in review”, “thoughts 

for 2018”, “who brought that dish that smells so 

good? ”, ...and more!! 

Bring a chair...with your pot-luck! 
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Hello,        From the Chapter’s Test Secretary 

Firstly, I wanted to thank everyone who donated food to our Fall test weekend.  You really 
made the job of coordinating the food easy! Thanks again for the delicious contributions. 

I’m sorry I missed the last edition of the newsletter.  I was off on a series of hunting adven-
tures with my husband and our 3 shorthairs.  

First, we drove to Montana for some Sharp Tailed Grouse and Hungarian Partridge hunts.  I 
shot my first Sharp tail over my dog Kaiser (see photo).   We met some NAVHDA folks out in 
Montana.  Small world! 

The next trip included Pittsburg, NH to hunt with MV NAVHDA friends and a shorter hunt in 
Magalloway, ME. 

What a beautiful country we live in! We passed through 17 states on our travels! 
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Our last hunt did not include the dogs.  I shot my first 2 deer on Anticosti Island in Que-
bec.  That was great fun and filled our freezer.  

 

 

I hope everyone has had a safe, fun filled hunting season.  

Remember to send in your 2018 MV NAVHDA test entries on or after February 15, 

2018.  Even if you are planning to test your dog in the Fall test, remember that it fills up quick-
ly, so send in your test entry before the summer begins. 

I want to thank Dennis Swett for being our newsletter editor and personally tell Den what a 
fantastic job he has done.  

 Happy Holidays to you all! 

Joanna Korte,  Test Secretary 

 

Editors Note:  Thanks Joanna!  I feel grateful for the support and camaraderie that I felt from everyone.   

Appreciating those kind thoughts!   Den 
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To the Point…. 

This will be the last newsletter with this editor.  It has 

been a fun and enjoyable “ride”.  I’m hoping that the 

next editor will enjoy doing the newsletter as much 

as I did.  With the positive feedback from chapter 

members, we have been able to ‘tweak’ our efforts 

to better meet the needs of the membership. 

“Thank you” to those who have been sharing pictures 

with us.  It provided a lot for the newsletter.   And a 

special “thank you” to the folks who have been 

writing articles for the newsletter.  “Thank you” for 

those who provide constructive critiques and com-

ments to help us improve....and another “Thank You” 

to those who contribute monthly to use the medium 

of the newsletter to get information to the member-

ship.  I could go on, but you get the idea:  It’s the 

small efforts of many that plug into the newsletter 

and make it “best” it can be. 

 

Syl, K-Lee and I have moved into a Continuing Care 

Retirement Community in Laconia.  We decided to 

take our medical issues and aging head-on, rather 

than backing into it.  This may turn out to be one of 

the best decisions we’ve ever made!  So far, we’re 

loving it.   We still have to sell the house in rural 

Franklin.  It was a great place for us. Five acres, a field 

for training, pigeon coop, small orchard, grapes, 

room for a couple of gardens, fields and woods near-

by etc.  We could see to Franconia Notch! 

Pardon the shameless self-promotion, but I thought I should at 

least get it out there.  (Great neighbors too.) 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/257-

Smith-Hill-Rd_Franklin_NH_03235_M34038-44482#photo0  

If  you can’t buy the house, at least be sure to attend our 

Annual Meeting of the Merrimack Valley Chapter!!  It will 

be held at David and Carol Trahan’s “On-Point Kennels”, 

101 Coffeetown Road, Deerfield, NH at 10am.    It’s a pot-

luck affair with great discussion, camaraderie, and a 

chance to share ideas on how to make our chapter 

better.   Do come!!  (Bring a chair too!)    Justin Case 

 

 

This is the season of ‘the holidays’.  We wish you 

warm fires, gleeful friends, and  fond memories as 

you participate and share in the love and spirit that 

abounds.  Hoping to see you next year at the annual 

meeting!   

 

Happy Trails! 

Den 

 

Got Snow? 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/257-Smith-Hill-Rd_Franklin_NH_03235_M34038-44482#photo0
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/257-Smith-Hill-Rd_Franklin_NH_03235_M34038-44482#photo0
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What’s happening In And around the Merrimack Valley: 

 ANNUAL CHAPTER MEETING, 10am, 12 January 2018 at ‘On-Point Kennels’ (Dave & Carol Trahan), 101 Coffeetown Road, 

Deerfield NH   Tel:  603/494/3802 

 The Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department has added nearly 50 acres of lakeshore property to the Pond Woods Wildlife Man-

agement Area in Benson, Vermont.  

 Both New Hampshire and Vermont Fish and Game calendars are available while supplies last. 

 Concord, NH:  68.5% of moose hunters were successful in the 2017 NH moose hunt.  

 

Small World! 
 

NAVHDA brings together people and friendships.  This past August I volunteered for 

the fall Merrimack Valley test and saw Lenny Capello, whom I had never met, run his 
young GSP Zach in the NA test on Friday.  They got a prize 1.  Then Lenny and I 
spent the next two days volunteering for the UT tests.  For those who have planted 
birds, or worked the water side you know there is down time where the workers get to 
chat and share hunting stories.  During one of these chats we realized that we both 
travel to the same town in South Dakota to hunt pheasant.  We agreed to connect 
with each other in November.   
 
Lenny, a retired Navy Captain, and 2 of his fellow Navy buddies, were kind enough to 

invite 5 of us to dinner at their place.  Stories and laughs were shared and a hearty 

meal of ribs and homemade pizza were consumed by the 8 of us.  We hailed from 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New Jersey, California, South Dakota, Kentucky, 

and Australia and were brought together because a couple of retired guys volun-

teered at a NAVHDA event.  Just one more reason to support your local chapter! 

Chris Pope 
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Terry Long, two of her dogs, and her ‘howitzer’ over two  unlucky birds. 

Now pay attention pups. ... This is a 

pheasant….Got it?  …….FEHZZ -ZUNT! 

     Looks like they learned well! 
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Terry Long with Fenna, Nara, and Seeker.  Guess which one is which!  
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Isn’t the dog supposed to go check out the “cover”? 

Terry Long (Big ‘T’) with his Small Munsterlander  
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HELPING OUT THE DOGLESS ROAD HUNTERS– Rob Marcotte 

This fall I did my annual stay at Loon Lodge in the  

Allagash Region of Maine guiding bird hunters.  During 

the first week I was taking a client to a cover when we 

came upon two old duffers (their license plate said 

“DUFFA) limping up the road. I stopped and asked if they 

needed help. “There was 3 birds in the road and we shot 

one. Got lots of feathers but it flew off up that a way. 

We’re both hurting. He needs back surgery and I just had 

back surgery so we can’t go look for the bird. We really 

hate to waste it”  I told them if they didn’t mind waiting 

a bit I would put ole Gris out and see if we might could 

find their bird 

Jim and I took Gris off the road and hunted up the hill. A 

bird went up wild and we didn’t get a shot. Worked Gris 

back towards the road and he stopped. When I got to 

him he was sort of pointing a dead pa’tridge. He kept 

looking back and forth from me to the bird as if to say 

“where did this come from? I didn’t hear any shooting”   

Many times I have shot and not produced a bird but this 

was the first time we got a bird without firing a shot. I 

told Gris to fetch and heeled him back to two very grate-

ful hunters.  

They thanked us profusely and I loaded Gris into his box. 

As we were leaving, one of the old duffers said “Hey, just 

what kind of a dog is that?” ”Why, that’s a Wirehaired 

Pointing Griffon” I replied. 

On the last Friday of my stay I didn’t have any hunters so 

I was doing a little hunting for me. Driving down a road I 

came upon a pickup stopped in the road and a guy walk-

ing up the road shaking his head.  

His buddy pulled the truck off the road and I parked in 

front of it. “What’s up?” I asked. “Oh, I shot a durned 

bird, rolled it over, all kinds of feathers and it flew off 

over there to the right. We’ve been looking for a bit but 

just can’t find it” So, I unloaded Gris and we went to 

work. “I’ve always wanted to hunt over a dog, but what 

the hell kind of dog is that?” I sent Gris off to the right 

where he said his bird went. 

Gris went to the right, put his nose to ground and start-

ed tracking to the left.  

“What’s he doing? I told you the bird is over to the right 

somewhere”  

“He’s tracking your bird” 

“But I told you the bird is over to the right. Now he’s just 

standing there, what the heck is he doing?” 

“He just found your bird. Gris FETCH!” 

Now before some of you get your drawers in a knot over 

people road hunting, it is legal in Maine to shoot while in a 

dirt road as long as you are out of your vehicle and not 

within 100 yards of a structure. That’s the way a lot of 

people hunt birds in Maine. Ask any Mainer the difference 

between a pa’tridge and a ruffed grouse. A pa’tridge is 

shot on the ground or out of a tree. A grouse is shot on the 

wing. 

I’ve had some pretty good discussions with dog snobs. 

Those who look down on anyone who shoots a bird in the 

road or out of a tree. Now, if my dog works a bird, points 

it, bird runs, dog relocates and points the bird that flies 

into a tree, I will shoot it. I think that retrieving a bird is 

the dog’s ultimate reward. To have dog do everything 

properly and not get rewarded just doesn’t seem right. Oh, 

make it fly you say?  Try it sometime when you are alone. 

This is what I say to the dog snobs: 

“A nontraditional bird hunter shoots birds in the road or 

out of a tree. A traditional bird hunter doesn’t admit 

shooting birds in the road or out of a tree.” 

Rob is a frequent contributor to the newsletter and brings a focus that 

helps us to rethink things.  We enjoy his humor and real experiences. 
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‘Field Report’ from Chris Pope 

O ccasionally we are privileged enough to 
experience a truly great bird day.  On 

October 2nd this year I got to hunt with “Joe”, one 
of my regular hunting partners, who shot his limit 
of woodcock (3) and grouse (4) all in the same 
day.   
 
Now his name is not “Joe”. But “Joe” is shy and 
hates attention to himself and he would not au-
thorize me to use his actual name when I asked if 
I could submit this story in our MV-NAVHDA 
newsletter.   
 

Joe is a good wing shot and is lucky to spend a 
lot of days afield.  He does not have a dog, has 
never been married and drives a car most would 
be afraid to ride in that usually has a canoe 
strapped to the top.  His friends believe it is this 
lack of life encumbrances that makes him able to 
take an occasional bird limits.  His friends are 
jealous of his lifestyle and his shotguns (usually 
American classics). His shotguns are way more 
reliable than his car.   
 

On the second day of the season, a few of us 
headed to one of our favorite coverts in Pittsburg 
and Dana, I mean “Joe”, proceeded to shoot 
birds.  Now let’s not forget he had help from 2 
bird dogs, a 4 year old Griff who pointed many of 
his birds and an 8 year old Curly Coated Retriev-
er who flushed many of the birds.  And, of course, 
his friends gave him lots of helpful advice.   
 

Now I know many of you are thinking that while 
he may have taken the 3 woodcock legitimately, 
he probably took the grouse out of trees or on the 
ground - not so- all were taken on the wing.  All 
the woodcock were pointed first and 3 of the 
grouse were pointed.  The fourth, as if a gift, flew 
out of a tree over his head before being taken by 
his Fox Sterlingworth 20 ga with 26” barrels.  His 
friends heaped praise upon him and shared a 
couple of toasts over single malt back at 
camp.  He hated this praise and reminded us 
several times since that he hates being reminded 
that his old shotgun seems to take birds better 
than any of his buddy’s more modern shotguns.   
 

While bird hunting is not about numbers, occa-
sionally we are lucky enough to share such an 
awesome day with a friend.   
So if you ever are at the gun department at Kit-

tery Trading Post, know that the person helping 

you, a long time KTP employee, might be “Joe”.   

I’ve included a picture of him, but intentionally al-

tered the photograph so he won’t be recog-

nized.  Chris Pope 

Chris is the MV Chapter’s representative to HELDCA (The 

Hopkinton-Everett Lake Dog Club Association) and helps 

coordinate our many activities with the HELDCA and US 

Army Corps of Engineers.  Chris is also one of the frequent 

contributors to the MV Chapter’s newsletter. 

Based on the lack of shooting prowess of the newsletter 

staff, we here at the newsletter deny any knowledge of 

“Joe”  we think he’s a fictional character.  Ed 
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Our friend at ‘Bird Dogs Afield’ and MV chapter member, Paul Fuller 

sent us these  pictures of his 18 month old “Cordie”.   

Looks to us like Paul has a lot of good hunting ahead!! 
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SAFETY ITEM:   from Doug Ross, Newington  

Last Fall, after cleaning my JP Sauer 20 gauge shotgun, I inserted 2 plastic Pachmayr snap caps in the 
shotgun. Last week I removed the gun from its case for a hunt. Upon opening the action, there was no 
visible snap cap in the right barrel. Fortunately the snap cap in the left barrel was still visible although it 
too had begun to slide down the barrel. I was able to get both snap caps out of the barrels. The plastic 
rim on each had disintegrated over the past year, allowing both the caps to slide down and obstruct the 
bores.  
 
The snap caps are blue and marked Pachmayr, CAL.20 MADE IN ITALY.  After this incident, I will only use 
metal snap caps. 

Doug  Ross is a frequent contributor 

to the newsletter and brings a great 

perspective in his articles—whether 

about hunting, safety, or training. 

Editor 
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Sweet and Sour 7 Day Pickles 
 

Step 1.  

Combine  in pitcher or bowl 

 3 1/2 cups sugar 

3 cups white vinegar 

1/3 cup salt 

1 tsp. Alum 

1 tsp. Celery Seed 

1 tsp. Mustard Seed 

1 tsp. Tumeric 

 Stir well. 

 

Step 2.  

Slice  2-3 large onions 

Slice 7-10 cucumbers 

 

Step 3. 

In Glass 1 gallon jar (or smaller jar with wide mouth) layer (pack them in tightly) 
the onions and cucumbers until full. Pour the brine into the jar and shake.  

Refrigerate. Shake everyday for 7 days! Enjoy! 

 

If you prefer a crisper pickle soak the sliced cucumbers in a bowl of ice water for 
about 5  minutes, drain then layer in jar. 

 

Sent in from Kristine Pope 

In case you missed it…….ds   …..the hit of Fall Weekend Test dinner! ! 
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Thanks to Our National Sponsors: 

Thanks to Our Local Chapter Sponsors: 

And Thanks to Our Conservation Partners: 
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Merrimack Valley Chapter 

Officers and Appointees  

E-Contact List 

Member CHAPTER OFFICERS   Email 

Carol Trahan President  carolt@onpointkennel.com 

Terry Long Vice President  longdrivered@yahoo.com  

Gus Gouzoules Treasurer  baysiderun@myfairpoint.net 

Phil Thayer Secretary  vtbirddogs@gmail.com  

Bob Fee Director of Testing  bobf@metrocast.net  

David Trahan Director of Judging  davidt@onpointkennel.com 

Joanna Korte Test Secretary  joannakorte@gmail.com 

Chris Doherty Director of Training  landlubber30@icloud.com 

Casey Matthews Director of Gunners  matthewscasey0@gmail.com  

Member APPOINTED CHAPTER POSITIONS Email 

Andrew Gallant Youth Activity Director agallant028@gmail.com 

Chris Pope Delegate At Large to HELDCA chpope@comcast.net  

Jessica Barker Membership mvnavhda.membership@gmail.com 

Mike Trull Webmaster webmaster@mvnavhda.com 

(Vacant) Newsletter Editor mvnavhda.editor@gmail.com 

Jessica Barker Merchandise Coordinator mvnavhda.membership@gmail.com 

Terry Long NH Wildlife Federation Representative longdrivered@yahoo.com  
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